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DENNIS: 

 

Remember when we used to-yeah. Tough noogies. I was alone in the house 

with her when it-she died at the kitchen table, while sipping her cup of tea. 

Lapsang Souchong. Her favorite blend. I haven’t been able to look at an old 

lady or drink a cup of Twining since. Every time I see someone hunched over 

asleep on a park bench, in the subway-I have this uncontrollable urge to you 

know go and-just to make sure they haven’t… (laughs) Isn’t that crazy. (brief 

pause)The doctor asked me to help move the body from the kitchen to the 

bedroom. I mean, she was beginning to turn blue, and. So I grabbed one end, 

and he the other-she was incredibly heavy, dead-weight by now-and the 

doctor had a very bad back, and once or twice he practically- and I remember 

this terrible thought flashed through my mind that he might have had a heart 

attack also, and then I’d be stuck with the two of them there on the living 

room carpet. “Gott in Himmel, dot vass a heavy voman,” he said as we tucked 

her in. “I vill not forget her ze rest of my life…” 

 No. I wanted them to scatter the ashes. To the four winds off Montauk 

Point. So that parts of her could end up in London, Nantucket, Atlanta, and 

somewhere past Idaho. She always said she want to travel. But they didn’t do 

that. They- packed her in an urn and put her in the earth. Just in case it was 

what she’d wanted. They hadn’t known what she- so first they did one thing, 

and then they did another. So they wound up doing neither, really. They- I 

don’t know what they did. The dying wasn’t the worst part. It was the sense of 

obligation I couldn’t stand. The dying was just, one minute I was talking to 

her and the next minute I was still talking to her but she was dead. I found that 

to be, somehow very, well, somehow, sort of, funny… Scooter? Hey, Scoots? 

 No, nothing. It’s just you fell asleep… No. No. it’s nothing. Nothing at 

all. 
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